
R277.  Education, Administration.
R277-497. School Grading System.
R277-497-1. Definitions.

A. “Board” means the Utah State Board of Education.
B.  “LEA” means a local education agency, including local

school boards/public school districts, charter schools, and, for
purposes of this rule, the Utah Schools for the Deaf and the Blind.

R277-497-2. Authority and Purpose.
A.  This rule is authorized by Utah Constitution Article X,

Section 3 which vests general control and supervision of public
education in the Board, Section 53A-1-1113 which directs the Board
to adopt rules to implement a school grading system, and Section
53A-1-401(3) which allows the Board to adopt rules in accordance
with its responsibilities.

B. The purpose of this rule is to provide consistent
definitions, standards and procedures for LEAs to report school
data through a school grading system.

R277-497-3. Board Responsibilities.
A. Beginning in the 2012-2013 school year, the Board shall

implement a school grading system.  The school grading system shall
include the following elements:

(1) A report of school academic performance in language arts,
writing, math, and science expressed in a grading system
(A,B,C,D,F), for academic achievement including:

(a) student assessed proficiency, and
(b) student assessed growth.
(2) Academic achievement shall be based on:
(a) student performance on the Board-approved grade/subject

level assessments, and
(b) college and career readiness indicators, such as

graduation rates.
B. The Board shall use generally accepted standards of

validity and reliability to determine the appropriate requirements
for letter grades that combine to make up a school report through
the school grading system.

C. Beginning with the 2012-2013 school year data, the Board
shall:

(1) implement a school grading system that makes data and
reports available to parents, educators and the public.  The report
shall include the elements described in R277-497-3A.

(2) School data and reports shall be available to parents,
educators and the public through a public website that facilitates
the comparison of public schools based on the school grading system
and demographics.

D. The Board-implemented school grading system shall include
test scores for students with disabilities consistent with the
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), 20 U.S.C.
1401(3).

E.  After the 2012-2013 school year, the Board shall:
(1) seek and review evaluation information on the calculations

and methodologies used to determine academic achievement reports
and consider modifications to refine and improve the process and



availability of the information.

R277-497-4. LEA Responsibilities.
A. LEAs shall provide accurate and timely data as required

under R277-484 to allow for the development of the school reports.
B. LEAs shall use the school reports as a communication tool

to inform parents and the community about school performance.
C. LEAs shall ensure that the school reports are available for

all parents.

R277-497-5. School Responsibilities.
A. Schools shall provide data for the school reports as

provided in R277-484.
B. Schools shall cooperate with the Board and LEAs to ensure

that the school reports are available for all parents.
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